ARGHIVE RE

Does your group’s literature box
look like this?

Does your treasurer’s file hold ac-
counts and receipts from 19557
Have you given up on bringing the
group handbook to meetings, as it
is too heavy?

WE CA' HELP !

Please look through all your AA folders & boxes for your group. |am
looking for flyers, correspondence and also old literature, books and
correspondence, convention flyers and badges, and any memorabilia
from all over the UK and USA.

| also really need MSIG Assembly Minutes from 1980—1987

| will bring special items of interest, for people to look at, to workshops
and conventions on request: archives@aamidsurrey.org.uk
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I Some of the
Mid Surrey
Archives on
display at
the
Summer
Convention
this year in
Guildford

UEST!

d Sutey AreHves

History of AA in Mid Surrey Intergroup Volume 1

Personal Ads

Alcoholism: A small body of anonymous
ex-sufferers place themselves at the
disposal of any who require help.

The offer is quite gratuitous.

Write Box N334,Financial Times,
72 Coleman Street, EC2

June 9, 1947

Financial Times,

This is a copy of the very first Pl activity in the UK. A group of alcoholics
who had got sober in America got in touch with each other via GSO in
New York, and had the first recorded meeting of AA in the Dorchester
Hotel in London on March 31st 1947.

Shortly afterwards a regular
meeting was set up at Canadian
Bob’s house in Mortlake.
The fledgling group decided to
advertise their presence in
national newspapers. All of the
papers they wrote to refused to
. place their add, apart from the
Financial times, who ran the
_above advert. It was a tiny entry
on page 7, in the Personal
Column. (column 6, bottom right, see over). Despite the tiny size they
were disappointed only to receive one phone call from Lottie T's
husband. Lottie became the first female member of AA in the UK.

“The main purpose of archive activity is to keep the record straight so
that myth does not predominate”



mailto:archives@aamidsurrey.org.uk

The Financial Times, June 9th, 1947

From this tiny advert on page 7,

full stops were used much more liberally than is common nowadays!

It was not until 1959 that Xerox developed a photocopier suitable for
general use in offices, hence each copy of this newsletter would have

been individually typed!

January,

A L C O H O L I C s A N O N Y M O U S

MONTHTLY N EWS LETTER

RESULT OF ELECTION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR 1949

On Thursday, 27"., January, a meeting was held
at 11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, London, W.1l for
the purpose of electing the Advisory Committee for 1949.

No nominations were received.

The retiring members of the Advisory Committee,
Lottie, Bill, Maurice and Bob (ex-office at his own
request) offered themselves for re-election and received
a unanimous vote of confidence by a show of hands and
the proxy votes received by post.

OPEN MEETING: THURSDAY, 24%™., FEBRUARY. 1949

Members are reminded that an Open Meeting will be
held on Thursday, 24"., February, 1949 at
11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, London W.1.
from 7.30 until 10 pm. Refreshments at 9 pm.

Here is an opportunity for members to bring their
relatives, friends and those to whom they think
“Alcoholics Anonymous” might be of benefit.

Visitors to our last Open Meeting commented on
the very friendly way in which they were received by
“AA” members. This is splendid, and we pass it on to
you. As so many of them said: “It makes such a
difference not to be left alone.”

1949




The Beginnings of SHARE
This is a copy of the oldest surviving UK AA Newsletter from January
1949. | have re-typed it on the page opposite as | found this copy quite
difficult to read. As | typed it, it became apparent that commas and

 ADVISOAY COMMITTEL FOr 19

- - - -

MID SURREY ARCHIVISTS
John M was the first Mid Surrey Archivist,
elected in 2006. When he became the
Regional Archivist in 2008 Jill D took over.
| volunteered to help Jill in 2012. | have
been the Mid Surrey Archivist since 2013
and have spent the time getting to grips
the job while helping to organise the
Magical History Tour for the last 2 years,
and presenting various displays at
conventions and workshops.
Between John, Jill and | we have a very large collection of Archives, and a
good collection for Mid Surrey, however | know from visits to groups,
that there is a lot more out there! | have just collected the last of the
Archives Jill had been storing and have spent a few weeks sorting them.
| would like to start publishing a regular Archive Newsletter for Mid
Surrey, to share your groups’ histories with you, to encourage people to
correct inaccuracies (of which there are many) and fill in the gaps! John
has interviewed close to 100 alcoholics with long term sobriety all over
the country, and based on the oral histories he recorded, he produced a
book about AA in Mid Surrey in 2008. At that time there were 55 groups
in MSIG, today we have 68, some of whom have joined us from
neighbouring intergroups. | would like to continue his research into the
histories of our groups, and add information about our new members
groups since that time.

b

“It is highly important that the factual material be placed in our files in
such a way that there can be no substantial distortion...

“We want to keep enlarging on this idea for the sake of the full length
history to come...” Bill W, 1957

Please bring any archives you find to Intergroup for me to collect!
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1 WE ADMITTED WE WERE POWERLESSwOVER™ALCOHOL
— THAT OUR LIVES HAD BECOME UNMANAGEABLE.

2 CAME TO BELIEVE THAT A POWER GREATER THAN
OURSELVES COULD RESTORE US TO SANITY

3 MADE A DECISION TO TURN OUR WiLL AND OUR LIVES
OVER TO THE-CARE-OF GOD as+we understood Him
4 MADE A SEARCHING AND-FEARLESS MORAL INVENTORY
OF OURSELVES -
s ADMITTED TO GOR, TO. DURSELVE._S AND TO ANOTHER
HUMAN BEING THE EXBCT NATURE OF OUR WRONGS
6  WERE ENTIRELY READY TO HAVE GOD REMOVE ALL
THESE DEFECTS OF CHARACTER
7  AUMBLY ASKED HIM TO REMOVE OUR SHORT-COMINGS
8  MADE A LIST OF AlLL PERSONS WE HAD HARMED, AND
BECAME WILLING TO MAKE AMENDS TO THEM ALL
9 MAKE DIRECT AMENDS TO SUCH PEOPLE WHEREVER
POSS/BLE, EXCEPT WHEN.TO. DO 80 WOULD INTURE
THEM OR OTHERS
10 CONTINUED 70 TAKE PERSONBL INVENTORY AND WHEN WE
WERE WRONG, Y ADMITTED IT
Il SOUGHT THROUGH. PRAYER AND MEDITATION TOIMPROVE
OUR CONSCIOUS CONTACT WITH GOD s we wieesioa Him,
PRAYING ONLY FOR KA DGE OF HIS WILL FOR U5 WY
THE POWER TO'CAR our

12 HAVING HAD AN AS THE RESULT

ARRY THIS MESSAGE TO

AA Shall Never Be Organised oF THeSE STEPS,WE

My dining room this December when |
collected the remainder of the MSIG Archives from Jill who had been
storing them for me. | began the mammoth task of sorting them! My

-

EVERY AA GROUP OUGHT TO BE FULLY SELF-SUPPORTING,
DECLINING OUTS/DE  CONTRIBOTIONS

I OUR COMMON WELFARE SHOULD COME FIRST :
PERSONAL RECOVERY DEPENDS ULPON AA. ONITY

FOR OUR GROUP PURPOSE THERE /S BUT ONE
OLTIMATE AUTHORITY — A LOVING GOD AS HE MAY
EXPRESS HIMSELF IN OUR GROUP CONSCIENCE.
OUR LEADERS ARE BUT TRUSTED SERVANTS
—THEY DO NOT GOVERN

~N

n

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS SHOOLD REMAIN FOREVER
NON- PROFESSIONAL BUT OUR SERVICE CENTRES
MDY EMPLOY SPECIAL WORKERS

9 A AS SUCH OUGHT NEVER BE ORGANISED;
BUT WE MAY CREATE SERVICE BOARDS OR
COMMITTEES DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE TO THOSE
THEY SERVE

@

THE ONLY REQUIREMENT FOR A.A MEMBERSHIP
45 A DESIRE 7O STOP DRINKING

o

~

EACH GROUP SHOULD BE AUTONOMOUS EXCEPT 7 5
IN MATTERS AFFECTING om!k’éy?ééups OR A.A. 10 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS HAS NO OPINION ON
; OUTSIDE 1SSUES; HENCE THE A.A. NAME OUGHT

5 2 WIZes NEVER BE DRAWN INTO PUBLIC CONTROVERSY

5 EACH GROUP HAS BUT ONE PRIMARY PURPOSE
= TO CARRY ITS MESSAGE TO THE ALCOHOLIC WHO

I OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS POLICY /S BASED ON ATIRACTION
RATHER THAN PROMOTION i WE NEED ALWAYS MAINTAIN

STILL SUFFERS PERSONAL ANONYMITY AT THE LEVEL OF PRESS, RADIO
6 AN A GROUP OUGHT NEVER ENDORSE, FINANCE AND
OR LEND THE A.AH. NAME T0 ANY RELATED FACILITY 12 ANONYMITY 15 THE SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS OF ALL

OR OU7S/DE ENTERPRISE LEST PROBLEMS OF
MONEY, PROPERTY, AND PREST/GE DJVERT 0S FROM
OUR PRIMARY SPIRITUAL AIM

OUR TRADITIONS EVER REMINDING 0S TO PLACE
PRINC/PLES ABOVE PERSONALITIES

Some old Handwritten meeting Scrolls donated by Cobham
Monday Lunchtime when they upgraded theirs

“We need to preserve the richness of our heritage to ensure the future”
“Whenever a society or civilisation perishes there is always one condition
present: they forgot where they came from” Bill W
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Many days later, | moved all (well, most of) the sorted archives to their
new home in our garage. Being able to look through the entire
collection MSIG archives really enthused me to produce this newsletter
and share some of my finds with the rest of the fellowship! | discovered
for example that the question of splitting MSIG as it was considered too
large (30 groups) was first mooted at the 31st Assembly in October 1987,
and working party was set up to look at the logistics of splitting
Intergroup

PCINTS TU PONDER over coffee: (SRs discuss with your groups =nd bring thei ini
¢ s GCSRs discuss I ring their
views to the next Jntergroup issenniy. agaln In
1994 when

1. Is MSIC becoming to largé - we now have 30 Groups.

2. Volunteers recuired to be Convenor for Tilford '88.,
3. Jeck hss volunteered to be Prison Li~ison Officer. there were
43 Plesse bring 2 member from your Group to the I.G. 4ssemblies - the are 3§ groups in
very welcome. MSIG
SMASNCRIZTINGS AND 4 HETALTHY N3IW YZAR TC ALL. '

the 9th July 1980 to the 150th Assembly this December. I’'m missing
minutes from the 2nd Assembly

on the 8th of September 1980 to
the 27th Assembly at the end of e B=>=
1986. I'm also missing minutes ~ui
from the 128th, 129th and 132nd
Assemblies, on June 7th & August
30th 2011 and May 29th 2012. If
you have any of these, please

could you send me a copy?
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